


Issued 6th  August 2008.

Next  Issue:  The next issue of Update will be posted on Wednesday 24th September 2008. Last entries for Update Classifieds will be accepted on Monday 22nd September 2008. 

Staff Changes:. The Association would like to welcome three new members of staff, Amy Hunter, PR and Marketing, Heather Kavanagh, Activities Co-ordinator and Claire Leonard, Millennium Volunteer/Membership Development Co-ordinator.

Entry forms:. An Entry Form for Public Speaking, Ulster Young Farmer, Floral Art, Home Management, Fencing and Group Debating Competitions as well as separate forms for  the Swimming Gala and Choir Festival have been forwarded to Club Secretaries with Update. The closing date for entries (other than the Swimming Gala and Choir Festival) is Monday 22nd September 2008. The closing date for the Swimming Gala is 12th September. Many Club Secretaries find it difficult to get a cheque from the Club Treasurer to accompany their entry forms however don’t let this delay you in returning your entry form before the deadline as we will now invoice Club Treasurers for any outstanding entries. 
“Evening of Comic Entertainment”:  An evening for all YFCU members over 18 will take place on Friday 15th August 2008. Join comedy duo Grimes & McKee of “The Tractor Show” fame as they provide a host of comic creations. Show begins @ 8pm followed by a Disco. The venue is the Octagon Room, Kings Hall, Balmoral. Tickets £15 and can be purchased at YFCU Headquarters. A night not to be missed and the opportunity to meet up with old friends.
Junior Conference: All 12-16 year olds are invited to attend the Junior Conference on Saturday 23rd August 2008 in the Share Centre. Club secretaries have been issued with booking forms. Please ensure members return Parental Consent Forms to HQ.
Executive  Committee  Residential: A residential has been organised to take place 5th/7th September in Tir Navar Centre, Derrygonnelly. All members of the Executive Committee are asked to make every effort to attend.
Swimming Gala:  The 2008 Swimming Gala will be held at 7.00pm on Saturday 27th September 2008 at the Seven Towers Leisure Centre, Ballymena. An entry form is enclosed with Update (closing date Friday 12th September). Secretaries are urged to contact and encourage members or prospective members to participate. This will make an excellent first meeting or club activity for the new season. 
Floral Art Competition: Area competitions will take place the week beginning 29th September 2008 in Fivemiletown , Ballynahinch and Ballymoney. The theme for 2008 is “Mellow Fruitfulness”.
Fencing Competition: Secretaries are asked to make sure members are aware that this year’s Course/Competition will take place at the International Ploughing Match on Friday 3rd October 2008. Teams of 3 who wish to participate should make sure they are included on the entry form forwarded to Secretaries with Update. There will be a Novice and Intermediate section. Closing date for entries is Monday 22nd September 2008.
Tug of War Competition. There will once again be a Tug of War Competition at the Northern Ireland Ploughing Championships on Friday 3rd October 2008.  Entry forms have been forwarded to Secretaries with Update and should be returned by Monday 22nd September 2008.
Soil Assessment Competition: The finals of the Soil Assessment Competition will be taking place at the Northern Ireland Ploughing Championships on Friday 3rd October. County Secretaries should ensure that they have forwarded the names of their finalists to Headquarters before Friday 12th September 2008.
Agri-Affairs Study Tour: A study tour has been organised for 22nd/25th September 2008 to the South of Ireland taking in the Ploughing Championships in Kilkenny. The cost is £245 this includes coach travel, bed and breakfast.
Public Speaking: This years Public Speaking Area Heats will be taking place during the week of 13th & 20th  October 2008.  This year’s prepared topics will be forwarded to Club Secretaries shortly.
Choir Competition: Any clubs who would like to take part in this year’s Choir Festival Competition should return the completed entry form by Friday 24th October 2008.  This year’s festival will be held on Thursday 4th December 2008 at 7:30pm. 
Craft Competition: Clubs are asked to encourage members to start preparing items for the Craft Competition now and to set a date in early December for their Club Competition.  Clubs will then forward up to 3 items per age group to the Northern Ireland Finals. 
Drama Competitions: Club Officials are encouraged to discuss the possibility of entering either the Three Act or One Act Festivals this year. Some scripts are available from YFCU headquarters and can also be obtained from the Linen Hall Library in Belfast.  
Ulster Young Farmer Competition: Club officials are asked to set the evening of Thursday 20th November 2008 at 8:00pm aside for the first round of The Ulster Young Farmer Competition.  Both the Junior and Senior Competition will be taking place on this evening.
Group Debating:  Area competitions will take place the week commencing 10th November 2008. 
Arts Festival: Once again clubs are asked to note that they must advise Headquarters about the songs they are going to use in good time so that clubs may be informed if the same songs are being used. Where possible clubs who are performing the same song(s) will be asked to perform on different evenings.  The Arts Festival rehearsals will take place on 11th, 12th and 13th February 2009 with the performances taking place the following week.  The Arts Festival Gala will take place on Saturday 21st March 2009 in The Waterfront Hall, Belfast this will mark the launch of the Association’s 80th Anniversary. 
Photographic Competition:  Officials are asked to encourage members to start taking and selecting photographs for this year’s competition once Club meetings begin. Please note members are only able to enter one photograph per theme and that photos must have been taken (1) by the person who is entering them, and (2) between April 2008 and the closing date for submission February 2009.
Treasurers Accounts: Treasurers are reminded that their end of year accounts should be returned to YFCU Headquarters by Friday 31st October 2008.  Anyone who needs assistance with their accounts should contact Harry Stevenson at YFCU Headquarters.
Membership Fees: Officials are reminded that the following membership fees are in force for the new membership year. Members 12-14 £9.50, 14-16 £11.50, 16-18 £16.50, 18-21 £19.50, 21-25 and above £26.50. Associate Membership remains £15.00 and Transit Membership (for members or students living away from home) £15.00. Please remember that an additional fee of £2.00 should be added per person for Personal Accident Cover (Junior and School Clubs are exempt). The usual arrangements for School Clubs remain in place.  Club Treasurers are advised to set aside the 1st club meeting in October to collect membership fees.  Membership returns should be forwarded to Headquarters by 28th November 2008.

Transit Membership: Treasurers should advise members/students studying or working away from home but wishing to remain in contact with and compete for their home club to take out transit membership which costs £15:00.  For further information please contact Harry Stevenson at YFCU Headquarters.

Need Ideas for Club Evenings or a Games Night:.  Excellent booklets are available for downloading from the Members Section on www.yfcu.org. Club Officials should make a point of downloading them for reference. Clubs should also contact their regional development officers to help with the first evening. 
First Club Meeting: Start preparing now! Identify new members and arrange to invite them to your club. Public Relations Officers should prepare a press release about the club, the date of the first meeting and the forthcoming programme of events and activities. The key to attracting new members is personal contact; all other recruitment activities reinforce this. Club officials should now have this year's Winter Programme ready for distribution. 

Exchange Programme: Application forms for the YFCU long-term and short-term exchange programmes as well as the European Rally 2009 will be forwarded to Secretaries shortly.  In the meantime Club Officials are asked to encourage members to think about applying   Closing date for applications is Friday 24th October 2008.
Theme for 2008/2009: “All For One and One For All”.
Dates 
	Aug
	

	9th
	Tag Rugby Final – Magherafelt Rugby Club @ 10.30a.m.

	15th
	Evening of Comic Entertainment, Kings Hall, Belfast

	17th/20th
	Junior Trip, Poland

	20th
	Programming Meeting, Loughry Campus

	23rd
	Junior Conference – Share Centre

	27th
	Development Meeting, Loughry Campus

	Sept
	

	5th/7th
	Executive Committee Residential – Tir Navar, Derrygonnelly

	10th
	County Fermanagh Meeting, Enniskillen Agricultural College

	11th
	County Armagh Meeting, Bleary YFC Hall

	12th
	Closing date for Swimming Gala

	15th
	County Tyrone Committee Meeting, Omagh Show Grounds

	17th
	County Antrim Committee Meeting, Adair Arms Hotel, Ballymena

	18th
	County Londonderry Committee Meeting, Kilrea Primary School

	22nd/25th
	Agri Affairs Trip – Ploughing Championships, Kilkenny

	22nd
	Closing date for competition entries

	27th
	Swimming Gala, Seven Towers, Ballymena

	 29th
	Floral Art Competition – Down & Armagh

	30th
	Floral Art Competition – Tyrone & Fermanagh

	Oct
	

	3rd
	Fencing Competition, Soil Finals, Tug o war @ Ploughing Match

	8th
	Floral Art Competition – Antrim & Londonderry

	13th
	Public Speaking Areas Commence

	25th/31st
	Autumn Seminar

	Nov
	

	6th
	Public Speaking Finals, Banbridge High School

	10th
	Group Debating Commences

	20th
	Junior & Senior Ulster Young Farmer – First stage

	26th
	Group Debating Finals – venue to be confirmed

	Dec
	

	4th
	Choir Festival, Greenmount Campus


 CLASSIFIEDS

See the YFCU Web Site  www.yfcu.org for a more up to date list

DONAGHADEE YFC – Annual BBQ, Saturday 9th August 2008.

RATHFRILAND YFC – Summer BBQ and Disco, Saturday 16th August in Iveagh Park, Rathfriland. Over 18’s only.

GLARRYFORD YFC – Annual BBQ, Saturday 23rd August 2008.

KESH YFC  -  Barn Dance, Saturday 30th August 2008 in The Lough Erne Hotel, Kesh. ‘Old McDonald’ Fancy dress is essential. Music by Klass.
SPA YFC – Annual BBQ, Saturday 30th August, usual venue.

MOYCRAIG YFC – Hypnosis Disco, Ballymoney Rugby Club, Friday 19th September 2008.Strictly over 18’s.

GARVAGH YFC – Olympic Themed Disco, Sat. 20th September at Ballymoney Rugby Club. Doors open 9pm. Strictly over 18’s.
SESKINORE YFC- Inter-Club Quiz, Tuesday 4th November 2008 at 8pm. In Seskinore YFC Hall, Letfern Road, Seskinore. Everyone welcome. For details contact Fiona on 07743432473.
RATHFRILAND YFC – New Year’s Eve Ball 2008, Stormont Hotel, Belfast, Wednesday 31st December.

SPA YFC – New Years Eve, Fancy Dress Disco, Venue to be confirmed. For more info. Contact Thomas on 07900133944.
CO. ANTRIM YFC COMM.  Arts Festival Gala Disco, Saturday 21st March 2009 in The Hilton Hotel, Belfast.
Young Farmers’ Clubs Of Ulster , 475 Antrim Road Belfast BT15 3BD: Tel.  028 90 370713 Fax. 028 90 777946

Young Farmers’ Clubs Of Ulster , 475 Antrim Road Belfast BT15 3BD: Tel. 028 90 370713 Fax. 028 90 777946


